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miracle. The laptop classroom started 
as an idea 45 days before the start 
of the Spring 2007 semester and 
was working on the first day of class. 
During this time we had to convince 
people that it was a good idea, 
figure out how to schedule the class in 
a general assignment classroom, raise 
money, evaluate and decide what 
laptops to buy, choose the software, 
address physical and network security 

issues, rewire the classroom for high 
speed Internet, buy new networking 
equipment, decide how to store the 
laptops, figure out how to connect 
the laptops to the network, label the 
laptops, and configure and install 
software on the laptops. Doug Eltoft 
and his group of experts in CSS were 

instrumental in making this happen.
 

Cost
Christensen continues: We are proud 
of the low cost of deploying the 
laptop classroom. The price tag for 
this project was about $63,000 not 
including labor. The laptops themselves 
cost approximately $50,000 while 
the networking, physical changes to 
the room, and the labeling of the 

laptops comprised 
the rest. HP really 
came through for us 
by custom-building 
the laptops to our 
specifications, giving 
us a 30% discount, 
and delivering the 
laptops on time. The 
low cost will allow us 
to use a portion of the 
student computer fees 
to replace the laptops 
approximately every 
three years. 

 
Thanks to
People important to the success of 
this project included Deans Barry 
Butler and Alec Scranton, Jon Kuhl, 
Doug Eltoft, Matt McLaughlin, Dan 
Mentzer, David Funk, Sheila Britton, 
Jon Kostman, Tom Barnhart, and Gary 
Christensen.

During class

What?

The University of Iowa Libraries 
have acquired a site license for 

RefWorks, a web-based data base 
and bibliography creator that helps 
store, organize, and share citations 
and format them. If you already 
have citations entered with EndNote, 
those can be moved to RefWorks; 
see the instructions.

New on Campus: RefWorks Citation, Bibliography Aid 

Are you a non-engineering student 
taking classes in the Seamans 

Center who wants to use the wireless 
network? All you need is your Hawk 
ID and password. Please read setup 
instructions linked from our wireless 
information web page.

For help with wireless set up, please 
see the consultants in 1253 SC.
~Sarah Williams

Wireless Users:  Use  
Hawk ID

Where?
Because it is web based, you  need no 
additional software, only a computer 
with Internet access. RefWorks can 
also be installed as a Word plug-in. 
All CSS-administered machines will 
have the RefWorks plug-in installed 
soon.

How Use It?
Read the FAQ. The RefWorks site has 
a tutorial and quick start guide (pdf) 
) as well as the PPT files used for 
training and other local documents. 
The University Libraries are offering 
workshops for learning to use 
RefWorks.

Grade Program: 
Final Notice

The grade program, that we said 
we would remove at the end 

of the fall 2006 semester, got a 
reprieve. It will be removed at the 
end of this semester in May 2007.  
See the article about using ICON 
to submit assignments in the August 
2006 issue of Essentials. And prepare 
to use ICON for homework submission 
this summer.

...continued from page 1
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There are videoconference facilities in 2228 and 3220 SC. Both rooms have 
a Polycom videoconference unit, though the one in 2228 has more features. 

Both rooms have seen increased use recently, thus this reminder about reserving 
and using 2228 and 3220.

1. Send email to the building manager, requesting use of the room, 2228 
or 3220. 

2. After you receive the confirmation that your reservation has been 
accepted, fill out the on-line form. If you fill out this form before the 
building manager has made your room reservation, this request will be 
ignored.

3. For help using the equipment in either room, please contact Christopher 
Fomon, 335-5750.

Essentials is a publication of Computer 
Systems Support (CSS) in the College of 
Engineering at the University of Iowa. 
Essentials is published during the year 
whenever there is sufficient news to report 
to the user community. You have permission 
to re-print all or part of this newsletter for 
nonprofit purposes if you 1) acknowledge 
this source, and 2) send a copy of your 
publication with the reprinted material to: 
Newsletter Editor, College of Engineering, 
Computer Systems Support, 1256 SC, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 52242.

Back issues and the current issue of this 
newsletter are on-line:
http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu/news/
essentials

Web Sites
This newsletter is published first to 
the CSS web pages at 
 http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu/
news/essentials
The CSS pages are found at
 http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu
The College of Engineering pages 
are at
 http://www.engineering.uiowa.edu
The University of Iowa pages are at 
 http:/www.uiowa.edu

CSS mission: to provide a secure and 
productive computer environment that 
supports the ability of the College of 
Engineering to achieve its educational 
mission.

Security Cameras
FYI – there are infrared security 

cameras and theft alarms now in 2217 
and 2229 Seamans Center classrooms.

Why?

Sometime during the  week of 
spring break, March 9-18, 

2007, the University Operations and 
Maintenance will turn off the chilled 
water to Seamans Center. No chilled 
water requires us to shut off most of 
the computers in the Seamans Center 
for that time, though we don’t know 
when the shutdown will be required.

What You Can Do
When you leave work on Friday, 
March 9, shut down (turn off) your 
computer. If you need to use your 
computer, turn it on and work as 
usual, then please turn it off when 
you leave at the end of the day. 

If your machine is self-administered, 
please turn off your computer if you 
will not use it during spring break. 
If you need to use your computer 
but don’t need access to your home 
directory files, please disconnect the 
mapping to H:\.

If you administer computer labs in SC, 
please monitor those machines and turn 
them off if they get too hot.

If your machine is administered by 
other than CSS, please talk to the 
appropriate administrators.

Spring Break Possible Shut Down

Videoconference Room Use

The new college car: once a 
Taurus, now a Prius. 
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