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What Is New
CSS has recently installed new print 
accounting software called Papercut. 
Papercut replaces PAS. And even if 
you didn’t know the name of the old 
program, you probably remember 
that PAS kept an icon of a pile of 
coins in the system tray of 
Windows computers. And you could 
check your print quota only from a 
Windows computer.

Papercut runs on both Linux and 
Windows machines and quota 
information is available from either 
platform. Rather than an icon in the 
system tray, Papercut puts a balance 
window on the desktop for students.

For Students
When you login, you will see a small 
window in the upper right corner of 
your screen 
(shown 
here) with 
your current 
balance. You 
can select the 
Details… link in the box and log into 
a web tool using your Engineering 
ID that will allow you to look at your 
print and transaction history. It will 
also keep track of the environmental 
impact of your print jobs. You can 

minimize the Papercut window if you 
do not want it open on your desktop 
all the time.

When you print on a lab printer, 
you will see a Print Job Notification 
dialogue box (shown here) that tells 
you the 
document 
name, the 
number of 
pages, and the 
cost. You must 
select Print 
to authorize 
the document 
to print and 
charge the 
amount to 
your print 
account.

Faculty and Staff
When faculty and staff print, if 
you print to the CSS color laser 
printer, you will get a print job 
notification dialogue box similar 
to the one illustrated. The 

dialogue box will tell you the number 
of pages and cost of the submitted 
print job. To release the job, select the 
‘Charge to shared account’ button and 
the departmental account from the 
pull down menu. The menu will contain 

only accounts for which you are 
authorized.  In most cases, you will 
have only one choice and it will be 
selected automatically.

What Has Not Changed
All students are allocated $10 

of print 
quota at the 
beginning of 
fall and spring 
semesters and 
$5 of print 
quota for 
the summer 
semester. When 
you spend 
your print 
quota, you 
are allowed 

to credit print, i.e., accumulate a 
negative balance with a maximum 
limit of $25.00. Every month CSS 
charges negative print balances > 
1.00 to your UBill. Sometime during 
this academic year, this procedure 
will change and you will be provided 
a tool with which to pay the credit 
directly.
~Susan Beckett
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In late June, Travis Wendling joined 
the CSS staff. He has been build-
ing machines in the Hering and Elder 
labs, sorting through old inventory 
from CCAD and the Seamans Center, 
cleaning the CCAD server room with 
Matt, and writing a Windows Power-
shell script with Dan to automate the 
upgrades for iTunes and QuickTime 
software.

Travis grew up in Manchester, Iowa, 
and he has a BS in Computer Science 
and Computer Information Systems 
from Mount Mercy College in Cedar 
Rapids. Before coming to CSS, Travis 
worked at McLeodUSA as Desktop 
Support staff providing computer 
support, imaging computers, and writ-
ing VBS scripts and programs. That is 
just the sort of experience CSS was 
looking for. 

Although he spends some of his free 
time on his computer, he enjoys play-
ing and watching golf and soccer. He 
played soccer for four years at Mount 
Mercy. And he is a Hawkeye fan. 

We are delighted that Travis is part 
of the CSS staff.
~Diana Harris

CSS Staff Update: 
Welcome Travis

Classroom, 
Lab

Card Access

Students, staff, and faculty 
get the access cards from 
CSS. The card comes with 
access to the building and 
CSS labs. Department of-
fices must add access to 

As you have all no doubt noticed, the 
college web site, www.engineering.
uiowa.edu, looks different than it has 
for the past several years. College in-
formation has been reorganized into 
the topics Programs, Research, About, 
etc. in tabs near the top of the page. 
One area of the College is high-
lighted in the middle of the windows; 
currently NADS is featured. Watch 
the College Highlight in the bottom 
middle area for news from depart-
ments around the college. There is a 
new College A-Z search; please give 
Bill Easton your suggestions and ad-
ditions to that page, including the URL 
of the link. 

Not only does the home page look 
different, the way the web pages 
are built is different. For example, 
the Calendar of Events is built from 
a data base so that entries are 
displayed only as long as they are 
relevant. There is now an RSS feed on 
the home page (look for this 
symbol and either drag it to 
your RSS reader or click on it 
to open the listing and be prompted 
to subscribe using Live Bookmarks).

Bill has not recreated all the as-
sociated web pages using the new 
format. Check the home page and its 
links regularly and you’ll find more 
changes.

Change to login.
engineering.uiowa.edu Revised College Web

Web Pages
Read Only

For security reasons CSS changed the 
rights on pages on the college web 
server to read only access. That access 
is sufficient for people to view pages 
you create. This change affects the 
public_html directory as well. 

Information on setting permissions on 
web directories and files can be found 
on the CSS guide to creating web 
pages.

For the past many years, the hostname 
login.engineering.uiowa.edu con-
nected to a Unix workstation. Because 
Unix applications software has moved 
to Windows or Linux computers, CSS 
changed the target of the login host-
name. Now when you use the hostname 
login.engineering.uiowa.edu, you get 
connected to a Linux workstation. 

If you get a message about a man 
in the middle attack when you con-
nect, you will need to edit your .ssh/
known_hosts file to remove references 
to 128.255.17.47; server07; and l-
lnx000-007 and l-lnx011. As always, 
if you have questions, please call a 
consultant, 335-5055, or come talk to 
a consultant in 1253 SC.

Classroom Computers Upgraded

ITS upgraded the computers  in the General Assignment Classrooms -- 
1505, 2133, 2217, 2229, 3026, 3315, 3321, 3505, and 4030 -- this 
summer. Those computers are Dell 745s with a DVD +/1 RW drive and 
USB, microphone, and headset input on the front of the machines. The 
software loaded on those computers is provided and modified by ITS, not 
CSS.  

In addition to new classroom computers, the Lichtenberger Engineering 
Library installed 5 new Dell GX280 computers. 

http://www.engineering.uiowa.edu/
http://www.engineering.uiowa.edu/
http://www.engineering.uiowa.edu/atoz/
mailto:eastonw@engineering.uiowa.edu
http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu/tools/create_web_page_1.html
http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu/tools/create_web_page_1.html
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New Windows Computers
Elder south has 14 new XW4400 
computers, like the ones installed in 
the Henry Electronic Classroom. See 
the first paragraph above for details 
about those computers. As was true 
with new Windows computers installed 
last summer, these new machines do not 
have a floppy disk drive. If you have 
a choice of machines when you come 
to the lab, try using the newer, faster 
4400s.

1245 - Henry Electronic Classroom
Computers in 1245 are replaced 
every three years. This summer the 
33 Windows computers in the Henry 
Electronic Classroom were upgraded 
to Hewlett-Packard XW4400 
computers with Intel Core 2 Duo 
processors, 4 GB RAM, LightScribe 
DVD-RW drive, and NVIDIA GeForce 
8800 GTS video card. You may 
notice how fast this card is when using 
3D graphics software such as ProE 
and AutoCAD. The D: drive, available 
for data storage, has been increased 
to 250 GB.

Hering and Elder Labs
No Unix workstations
As of August 2007 there are no more 
Unix workstations in the Hering lab. If 
you need to run software on Unix, use 
the hostname login-hpux.engineering.
uiowa.edu to connect using software 
such as SecureCRT.

New Linux Workstations 
In the Elder north and south labs, 8 
of the existing Linux workstations 
have been upgraded to XW8400 
machines. The 8400s have Intel dual 
core Xeon 5100 series processors, 16 
gigabytes of RAM, a 500 gigabyte 
data drive, an NVIDIA GeForce 
graphics card, a DVD LightScribe 
burner/player, 2 USB ports. There 
are no floppy drives on these 
machines, as is true of the XW4300 
installed last summer.

The total number of Linux 
workstations in Elder and Hering 
labs remains at 20. If you have a 
choice of machines, however, try 
using the newer, faster 8400s. The 
Linux workstations in the Elder lab 
are in the rows closest to the internal 
hallway. In Hering north the Linux 
workstations are along the north 
wall; in Hering south they are in the 
southwest corner.

Windows
Many of the Windows packages have 
been upgraded to newer releases. 
Check the Software Information page 
for version numbers. Recent updates 
include ABAQUS 6.7-1, Ansys 11, 
Autodesk 2008, and Virtual.Lab 7a. 
New software includes Adams 2006.2, 
Bricx Command Center 3.3, Nastran, 
Patran, and Statistica 8.0.

From MSC Software Adams is a motion 
simulation solution for analyzing the 
complex behavior of mechanical 
assemblies. Adams allows you to 
import geometry from most major CAD 
systems or to build a model of the 
mechanical system from scratch. 

Statistica from StatSoft is a suite 
of statistics and analytics software 
products for data analysis, data 
management, data visualization, and 
data mining procedures. Statistica 
provides predictive modeling, 
clustering, classification, and 
exploratory techniques.

Linux
Lots of software packages that used 
to run on our Unix workstations have 
been installed on the Linux machines. 
Many packages are newer versions 
of software already on the Linux 
machines: ABAQUS, Ansys, COMSOL 
Multiphysics, Fluent, IDL, Maple, 
Matlab, Pro/Engineering, and Tecplot. 
Software newly available on Linux 
includes Adams, Chemkin, Easy5, 
IMSL, Mathematica, Mentor Graphics, 
Nastran, and Patran. 

You may notice that we have many 
of the same software packages on 
both Windows and Linux. The same 
applications may run faster on a 
Linux workstation than on a Windows 
computer. Later this semester CSS will 
install software so that you can run 
Linux programs graphically from a 
Windows machine, such as your own 
Windows computer. 

Minitab
Because Minitab changed their license 
requirements, you must use Minitab 15 
from the ITS Virtual Desktop site. Login 
with your Hawk ID and password.

New Computers In 1245, Labs

xw8400

xw4400

New Software in Labs

http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu/sware/software_info.html
http://virtualdesktop.uiowa.edu
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What
The College of Engineering provides 
Microsoft operating systems and 
developer tools to its faculty, staff, 
and students through its Microsoft 
Developer’s Network Academic 
Alliance (MSDN AA) agreement. 
The MSDN AA subscription includes 
the most current Microsoft operating 
systems, server products, and 
development software (Visual Studio, 
SDKs, DDKs), tools to be used in 
software development and teaching 
courses on software development and 
other computer-related topics.

Do Not Delete
All students, staff, and faculty in the 
Engineering College are enrolled 
with ELMS, the Electronic License 
Management System (the monitoring 
and distribution site for MSDN AA) at 
the beginning of each semester. Once 
enrolled, you will receive email at 
your Engineering email address from 
elms_support@e-academy.com. 
Do not delete that email message. It 
contains your Username (engineering 
email account) and password to login 
to the ELMS site.

For more information about MSDN 
AA, see the local web page or 
connect to the ELMS site to select 
software.

Message from the Office of the 
General Counsel at the UI
Many of you have likely read or heard 
news reports about the settlement of 
the antitrust class action lawsuit against 
Microsoft in the state of Iowa. Notices 
of the settlement along with Microsoft 
Claim Forms have begun to be sent 
to known potential claimants. If you, 
your office or department receive any 
such notice for The University of Iowa, 
please immediately forward it to:
Office of General Counsel, attention 
Jennifer K. Smith, at 120 Jessup Hall.

The University as an institution will 
review all of its potential claims in this 
class action and determine any next 
steps.  Please do not respond to the 
class action notice independently or 
submit the claim form on behalf of the 
University, including any of its offices/
departments. Individuals should keep 
the claim forms or packets that relate 
solely to non-University or personal 
purchases and independently review 
their options for making personal 
claims. Please see http://www.
iowamicrosoftcase.com/index.htm for 
further information.

Please contact the Office of the 
General Counsel at 335-3696 if you 
have any questions. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter.

The Wolfram Demonstrations Project 
http://demonstrations.wolfram.com 
is a free site dedicated to a new 
form of interactive demonstration. 
Already, there are more than 
1,300 demonstrations on the site, 
and we are rapidly receiving new 
contributions in a remarkable range 
of areas.

Any Mathematica 6 user can author 
a demonstration and submit it to the 
site. Published demonstrations can 
be downloaded and run by anyone 
-- even those without Mathematica 6 
-- using the new free Mathematica 
Player (http://www.wolfram.com/
products/player).

We hope you’ll have a chance to 
take a look. Please give us your 
comments and suggestions and, of 
course, consider publishing your own 
Demonstrations on the site.

The Wolfram Demonstrations Project 
Team, http://demonstrations.wolfram.
com, demonstrations@wolfram.com

PTCs Education Group is pleased to introduce our new educational discussion 
forum! We have created this forum for students, teachers and professors to 
communicate with PTC as well as with each other. We think that that this will 
be a valuable tool for you to ask questions, help out other users and receive 
answers from PTC. 

The link to the University Program is 
http://www.ptc.com/forums/viewforum.php?f=34. It can also be accessed from 
the main Forum page:   http://www.ptc.com/forums/

Note: You must create a PTC.com account to participate in the forums.

Microsoft Academic 
Alliance (MSDN AA)

Mathematica 6 
Demonstrations

PTC (Pro/Engineer) Forum

Microsoft Antitrust
 Settlement

CSS Mission: To provide a secure, 
reliable and innovative computer 
environment that facilitates, supports 
and enhances the mission of the Col-
lege of Engineering. 

Essentials is a publication of 
Computer Systems Support (CSS) 
in the College of Engineering at 
the University of Iowa. Essentials is 
published during the year whenever 
there is sufficient news to report to 
the user community. 

http://www.msdnaa.net
http://www.msdnaa.net
http://www.msdnaa.net
http://css.engineering.uiowa.edu/sware/msdnaa.html
http://msdn06.e-academy.com/elms/Storefront/Storefront.aspx?campus=tuiw_ceng
http://www.iowamicrosoftcase.com/index.htm
http://www.iowamicrosoftcase.com/index.htm
http://demonstrations.wolfram.com/
http://www.wolfram.com/products/player
http://www.wolfram.com/products/player
http://demonstrations.wolfram.com/
http://demonstrations.wolfram.com/



